THE    LAST   DAYS    OF    MADRID

that he had signed orders promoting me to General, This
made me extremely indignant, and aroused my suspicion
that such a promotion (which was as inopportune as it
was unnecessary), meant that he intended to replace me
in my command of the Central Army. As we shall see
later, I was not far wrong.

As we had arranged, the Prime Minister received me
next day. Our interview lasted four hours. He began by
telling me of my promotion to General, for which I felt no
gratitude, but which I had to accept, although with the
intention of not taking up the position.

Continuing, I showed him a telegraphic order which I
had just received, and which was as follows:

"Commander-in-ChiefoftheArmy to Officer Command-
ing the Central Army. By Order of the Prime Minister
and Minister of National Defence, pleas* give orders as
soon as possible that those arrested for distributing the
manifestos of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party shall be set at liberty"

I told the Prime Minister that for the first time in tiiirty-
two years of military service, I had not obeyed an order
from a superior officer, because I was not going to consent
to throwing away the whole principle of authority. The
Prime Minister answered that he had, as a matter of fact,
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